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Dosojin (Traveler's guardian deities)

Dosojin are deities that defend against evil spirits, protecting travelers and
maintaining safety on trips. They are set up at roadside and crossroads. They are
shaped out of stone, usually with the characters for "dosojin" carved into the stone
and the figures of both sexes carved in relief. Originally, they were used to mark
village boundaries and were apparently taken to be deities that protected villages



against the invasion of evil spirits. Now they are regarded as deities that arrange to
make a couple or else as gentle deities with an affinity for children.

Jizo-bosatsu (Guardian deity)

Jizo-bosatsu is thought to relieve all living things in the world, from when Buddha
has died until the Benevolent Bodhisattva appears. In Japan, stone jizo statues,
usually about one meter high, are erected as boundary gods at the boundaries of
towns and villages and at crossroads. Jizo are said to rescue the spirits of children
when they die and have even been erected at the actual spot where traffic accidents
with children have occurred. Most people today feel a closeness to jizo, fondly calling
them "o-jizo-san(dear jizo)".



